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Introduction
Date of receive: . . . .
In the last ten years in the world, the phrase "defense heritage tourism' instead of 'war

2023/09/16 tourism" has attracted again the attention of scientific circles. The development of defense
e Gl T e heritage tourism in Iran, which is several thousand years old, has not been paid attention to till
now. This new approach among researchers, considering the existence of many historical castles,

AR forts and battlefields in Iran, can help to identify and introduce many neglected points and areas
Date of accept: of our country, and make them protected and exploited through the development of sustainable
2025/01/06 tourism in Iran. Meanwhile, Golugah city is a place where the fate of two historical dynasties was
determined, but such historical heritage has not been considered for tourism development.
Date of online publication:
2025/01/07 Methods and Materials
The main purpose of this research is to investigate the potential of defense heritage tourism
Keywords: development in Galugah region located in the east of Mazandaran province by using descriptive-
Defense heritage tourism, analytical research method. To carry out this research, numerous data were used, including
archaeological, demographic, economic, social, urban infrastructure, location of villages,
Battlefield of Galugah, and distribution of historical military points. The main method of the research was based on
Defense heritage documentary studies, field observations, interviews with experts, and using spatial data analysis
interpretation, in Arc GIS system, and it was carried out to provide a zoning map for the development of defense

Tourism development in heritage tourism sites in Galugah city. ... p Page 104
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Also, with the aforementioned data and the use of
some secondary data, it was decided to determine the
evaluation criteria of the defense heritage sites in the study
area and priority of the determined sites in the area were
valued, and shown on the map based on predetermined

criteria.

Discussion and findings

In Golugah city, a general area with six main sites
such as Jarkalbad defense wall (trench), Gravdin Tepe,
GalePayan, and Lemarask and Nameneh barracks and the
main historical battlefield zone were identified. Finally,
according to the determined evaluation criteria and
detailed field observations, the Kolbad defensive wall is
the first priority, Golugah main historical battlefield in
the second priority, the ancient castle of GalePayan in the
third priority of investment for physical reconstruction and
development of tourism infrastructure were recognized.

The interpretation center was also placed next to the
battlefield so that, in addition to this battlefield, it can also
provide interpretation services to the other three suitable

and very suitable sites in the study area.

Conclusion

Golugah region is very important for the development
of defense heritage tourism due to the occurrence of
many wars. The existence of this defense heritage along
with the recreation and the use of methods of bringing
the past alive in the main historical battlefield - if the
infrastructure is created - will be among the attractions of
Golugah city for defense heritage tourists.

Three defense heritage sites: Kolbad defensive
wall, Gravdin Tepe Castle and the main historical
battlefield needs accurate identification, restoration and
re-habilitation in the future, and in case of government
investment to build a defense heritage interpretation
center next to the interpretation museum and use
advanced technological tools and ICT to tell the stories
of the battlefields to tourists - according to Beck and
Cable's principles, 1998 - can attract tourists and
generate employment in the region. The rest of identified

defense heritage sites, before any development measures,

need archaeological excavations by experts, and after
completing these measures, they can be used and invested

for other aforementioned uses.
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